The Land League} the Boycott; and Mrs. O'Shea
emancipation was gained because an English king and his
minister feared revolution* Why was the English Church
in Ireland disestablished and disendowed ? Why was some
measure of protection given to the Irish tenant ? It was
because there was an explosion at Clerkenwell and because
a lock was shot off a prison van at Manchester! We will
never gain anything from England unless we tread upon her
toes; we will never gain a single sixpennyworth from her by
conciliation." These were strong and terrible words, but
we will do well to remember that, although the man who
uttered them was overwrought and only thirty-one years of
age, the British Government undeniably had given him good
cause for saying them* He was older now, though only
three years older, and he was leader of his party* When he
spoke at Manchester he had no personal experience of out-
rage, but now, in 1877, he had; and outrage, when he came
into contact with it, appalled and horrified him*
His position was one of extraordinary difficulty* During
1879," 6,239 tenants were evicted from their homes* In
1880,10,457 tenants were evicted* More than 23,000 persons
were evicted from their homes in four years* These people
were dogged by poverty and hunger and cold* Mr* John
Bright, says Mr* M* M* O'Hara, in Chief and Tribune, shed
tears in his young manhood because the churchwardens of
Rochdale distrained on a poor parishioner, and with 44 their
ruthless hands ** seised his family Bible for the Church rate*
But tears did not come into his eyes when some thousands of
Irish men and women and children were thrown on the
roadside* ~ Here was cause for the commission of crime, if
ever there was cause, and the responsibility for it did not
rest upon Parnell* He had warned the Government* He"
had protested against the neglect to propose in the Queen's
Speech any ameliorative land laws* The warning and the
protest had been ignored* His business now was to guide,
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